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WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

H/34/A/U. 

Council  Offices, 

WELLS, 

Norfolk. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1947. 

Introduction. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1947.  This  year,  in  order  to  pro' 
vide  the  Council  with  early  information,  I  am  producing  the  Report 
without  the  Registrar^General’s  corrected  statistics.  Later  in  the 
year  I  will  submit  amended  figures,  where  applicable  in  the  Vital 
Statistics.  The  differences  should  not  be  sufficient  to  invalidate  the 
value  of  this  report. 

I  have  divided  this  report  into  four  parts,  my  general  report,  a 
summary  of  general  Medical  Information,  Medical  statistical  report 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

I  hope  this  will  enable  members  to  refer  readily  to  any  points 
in  which  they  are  particularly  interested. 

I  wish  to  express  my  great  appreciation  of  the  support  and 
encouragement  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  both  on  taking  up 
my  duties  and  in  carrying  them  out.  Also  I  wish  to  thank  Dr. 
Anderson  for  the  thorough  introduction  to  my  Area  and  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  support  and  loyalty. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  stated  that  the  general  health  of  the 
community  in  the  Wells  Urban  District  has  been  satisfactory 
during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  JOHNSTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  &  Members  of 
Wells-next-the-Sea  Urban 
District  Council. 
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PART  I 

(General  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 

1.  STAFF. 

During  the  year  Dr.  Anderson  resigned  to  take  up  another 
appointment.  Dr.  J.  C.  Johnston  was  appointed  in  his  place.  He 
took  up  duty  with  the  Council  on  the  8th  October,  1947. 

2.  INFECTIOUS  AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 

(i)  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

(a)  Poliomyelitis.  There  were  no  cases  in  this  district 
during  the  epidemic. 

(b)  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  There  were  no 
cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  six  in  1946.  Six  cases  of  whooping  cough  were 
notified  as  compared  with  none  in  1946. 

(c)  Jaundice.  Jaundice  is  still  notifiable  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  There  were  two  cases  notified  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  none  in  1946. 

(ii)  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  5  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  as  in  1946. 
One  death  occurred  from  tuberculosis  as  compared  with  none  last 
year.  The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  is  12  Pulmonary  cases  and  5  NomPulmonary  cases  as 
compared  with  8  Pulmonary  cases  and  5  Norn  Pulmonary  cases  in 
1946. 

During  the  year  a  scheme  for  the  investigation  of  the  Housing 
conditions  of  these  cases  was  introduced. 

(iii)  Scabies. 

Two  cases  were  reported  during  the  year.  Both  cases  were 
*  treated  at  their  homes. 

The  Scabies  Order,  1941,  introduced  under  Regulation  33a  of 
the  Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1939,  ceased  to  operate  on  the 
31st  December,  1947. 

(iv)  Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  cases  notified,  although  several  suspected  out' 
breaks  were  investigated. 

(v)  Statistical  Information  regarding  infectious  diseases  is  con' 
tained  in  Part  III,  Tables  13  to  17. 

3.  CANCER. 

The  incidence  of  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  was  5, 
as  in  1946.  (See  Part  III,  Tables  9  and  10.) 
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4.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME. 

This  scheme  has  continued  to  progress,  thanks  to  the 
co-operation  of  the  General  Practitioners,  District  Nurse  and  School 
Teachers,  not  to  speak  of  the  Parents.  In  fact  the  percentage 
immunised  has  reached  such  a  high  standard  that  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  introduce  a  Special  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Register 
in  the  Schools. 

98%  School  children  and  50%  Pre-School  children  are  pro¬ 
tected  as  compared  with  99%  School  children  and  40%  Pre-School 
children  in  1946.  47  Pre-School  children  were  initially  immunised 

during  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  the  fall  in  the  percentage  of 
School  children  immunised  is  due  to  more  accurate  figures  being 
available  and  not  in  fact  to  fewer  children  being  protected.  (See 
Part  III,  Table  18.) 

5.  HOUSING. 

This  continues  to  be  one  of  the  major  problems  of  the  town. 
Despite  the  Council’s  excellent  rebuilding  programme,  the  gap 
between  new  and  unsuitable  houses  remains  large. 

So  far  10  Prefabricated  houses  and  30  Permanent  houses  have 
been  completed. 

In  September  Dr.  Anderson  submitted  a  detailed  survey  of 
450  houses  and  this  showed  127  houses  to  be  condemnable  and  of 
these  27  had  young  children  in  them.  Seven  of  these  have  since 
been  rehoused.  (A  summary  of  this  report  has  been  set  out  in 
Appendix  A.) 

In  December  the  Public  Health  Committee  accepted  a  scheme 
whereby  medical  recommendations  for  rehousing  are  divided  into 
two  classes: — 

(a)  Those  persons  requiring  rehousing  for  medical  reasons, 
unsatisfactory  housing  or  overcrowding. 

(b)  Those  persons  with  some  exceptional  or  urgent  medical 
reason  for  rehousing. 

In  this  way  it  was  hoped  to  ensure  the  most  urgent  cases 
priority  of  consideration  by  the  Housing  Committee. 

Six  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported,  one  was  rehoused. 

6.  WATER. 

The  pipe  supply  continues  to  be  a  good  wholesome  supply,  in 
fact  the  Public  Analyst  states  that  it  is  even  more  satisfactory 
than  last  year.  The  Volume  of  Water  is  steadily  rising. 

The  Softening  Plant  has  reduced  the  Hardness  to  15°,  this 
is  not  a  great  reduction  for  this  plant  but  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  Green  Sand  requires  renewal.  Just  prior  to  Christmas  this 
plant  broke  down  and  the  water  has  been  unsoftened,  i.e.  21.5°. 
(See  Part  IV,  Section  5.) 
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7.  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

During  his  Housing  Survey  Dr.  Anderson  ascertained  the 
following  facts  regarding  sewage  disposal: — 

(a)  All  classes  of  Houses: — 

24%  are  provided  with  water  closets. 

59%  „  ,,  ,,  pail  closets. 

17%  „  „  „  earth  closets. 

(b)  Lower  rental  class  of  properties  of  300  houses  inspected  :■ — 

3%  are  provided  with  water  closets. 

62%  „  „  „  pail  closets. 

33%  ,,  „  „  earth  closets. 

2%  „  „  „  Elsan  closets. 

In  addition  25%  of  these  properties  have  no  separate  closet 
of  their  own  and  are  compelled  to  share  with  others. 

(c)  Soil  water  disposal  in  lower  rental  class  of  properties: — 

28%  are  provided  with  sink,  tap  and  drainage. 

62%  have  no  sink  and  dispose  of  slop  water  into 
gulleys  in  their  own  or  common  yards. 

10%  have  no  sink  and  dispose  of  slop  water  into 
street  gulleys. 

(d)  Disposal  of  Sewage  from  houses  with  water  closets: — 


Sewage  disposal  works  .  70 

Septic  tanks  . . 112 

Cesspools  . 8 


Sewage  Disposal  Works.  This  works  continues  to  attempt  to 
grapple  ineffectually  with  the  sewage  overloading  to  which  it  is 
being  constantly  subjected.  The  arms  of  the  sprinkler  now  require 
daily  supervision  to  prevent  them  blocking  with  crude  sewage. 

On  9th  May,  1947,  the  Council  decided  to  submit  to  the 
Ministry  the  proposed  new  Sewerage  Scheme  as  prepared  by  Messrs. 
A.  P.  I.  Cotterell  and  Son.  This  Scheme  has  been  approved  in 
principle  and  the  Council  requested  to  proceed  with  detailed  plan¬ 
ning.  Further  information  will  be  found  in  Appendix  B. 

The  night  soil  collection  is  still  carried  out  by  horse  and  cart, 
although  the  Council  is  hoping  to  obtain  a  Motor  Vehicle  (Karrier 
Bantam  Refuse  Collection  Vehicle)  which  will  replace  these  both 
for  night  soil  collection  and  refuse  collection. 

8.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

During  the  year  12  inspections  were  made  under  Part  I  of  the 
Act,  defects  were  found  in  2  cases  and  were  remedied. 

9.  SHELLFISH. 

No  mussels  are  being  sold  for  human  consumption  at  present, 
but  are  being  used  as  bait. 
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10.  SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

On  the  28th  July,  1947,  the  Council  received  an  adverse  report 
on  the  Wells  Slaughterhouse  from  Dr.  Anderson  and  various 
recommendations  were  made.  Since  then  the  following  work  has 
been  carried  out: — 

(a)  The  floor  of  the  pound  has  been  concreted. 

(b)  The  walls  of  the  slaughter  hall  have  been  tarred  to  a 
height  of  approximately  7  feet. 

(c)  An  extractor  fan  has  been  installed  and  is  now  function^ 
ing. 

(d)  The  whole  premises  have  been  sprayed  with  D.D.T. 

(e)  The  condemned  meat  store  has  been  satisfactorily  com¬ 
pleted. 

(f)  The  dilapidated  wooden  door  in  the  lairage  has  been 
removed  and  the  opening  built  up  and  cross  ventilating 
louvres  provided. 

(g)  Hose  pipe  has  been  provided  for  washing  down  purposes. 

Close  co-operation  has  now  been  established  between  the 
Area  Slaughterhouse  Agent  and  this  Department  and  while  the  site 
and  buildings  will  never  be  suitable,  the  work  carried  out  should 
considerably  decrease  the  risk  of  infection. 

This  Department  will  continue  to  closely  supervise  conditions 
in  this  Slaughterhouse. 

The  Health  Department  continues  to  inspect  meat  at  the 
Slaughterhouse  and  18,697  lbs.  were  condemned  during  1947. 

11.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

The  Council  considered  the  proposals  of  the  Norfolk  County 
Council  on  various  Sections  of  this  Act: — 

Section  22. — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

,,  23.- — Midwives’  Services. 

„  24. — Health  Visiting. 

„  25. — Home  Nursing. 

„  28. — Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care. 

„  29. — Domestic  Help. 

„  51. — Mental  Health  Service. 

and  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
formed  the  following  resolutions: — 

(a)  That  Institutional  Maternity  Beds  for  12  persons  be  pro¬ 
vided  at  Fakenham. 

(b)  That  an  Obstretical  Flying  Squad  be  formed  fpr  service 
in  the  District. 
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12.  GASWORKS. 

On  22nd  December,  1947,  the  Gas  Works  was  inspected  and 
the  following  recommendations  made.  These  are  being  considered 
by  the  Public  Health  Committee: — 

(a)  That  a  water  closet  be  installed. 

(b)  That  wash  basins  with  hot  water  be  installed  in  a  room 
which  could  also  be  used  as  a  rest  room  for  the  men, 

or 

a  washroom  containing  one  or  two  wash  basins  and  two 
showers,  with  a  second  room  for  a  rest  or  mess-room  for 
the  men. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  strongly  urged  that  the  latter 
course  be  adopted  as  it  would  give  the  good  facilities  for  the  men 
at  the  gas  works  and  could  also  be  made  available  for  use  by  the 
scavengers. 

(c)  That  towels  and  soap  be  provided  alongside  the  washing 
facilities. 

13.  PORT  HEALTH. 

No  statutory  duties  were  necessary  in  the  Port  of  Wells, 
although  the  living  quarters  of  a  barge  were  inspected  from  the 
point  of  interest. 
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PART  II 

(General  Medical  Information) 

1.  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

(i)  Dr.  E.  W.  Hicks,  The  Normans,  Wells. 

(ii)  Dr.  R.  G.  Ticehurst,  The  Buttlands,  Wells. 

2.  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES. 

(a)  General. 

(i)  Norfolk  6?  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  West  Norfolk  6?  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

(iii)  Jenny  Lind  Children’s  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(iv)  Cromer  6?  District  Hospital,  Cromer. 

(v)  Wells  6?  District  Cottage  Hospital,  Wells. 

Wells  8C  District  Cottage  Hospital. 

President:  The  Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Leicester. 

Secretary:  Mr.  H.  Wright,  Mill  Road,  Wells. 

Medical' Staff:  Dr.  E.  W.  Hicks,  Wells. 

Dr.  R.  G.  Ticehurst,  Wells. 

Dr.  K.  M.  Little,  Walsingham. 

Dr.  P.  S.  Luffman,  Burnham  Market. 

Dr.  R.  G.  Woodsend,  Burnham  Market. 
Dr.  T.  S.  Acheson,  Blakeney. 

1  Matron. 

2  Nurses. 

Beds:  8  (Eight).  X'Ray  facilities  available. 

Visiting  hours:  Thursdays  and  Sundays  2  to  4  p.m. 

(b)  Maternity. 

(i)  Norfolk  6?  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  West  Norfolk  6?  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

(iii)  Addenbrookes  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

(iv)  North  Cambridgeshire  Hospital,  Wisbech. 

(c)  Infectious. 

(i)  County  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Dereham. 

(d)  Sanatoria. 

(i)  Kelling  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(ii)  Bramblewood  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(e)  Mental. 

(i)  St.  Andrews  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  Hellesdon  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(iii)  Heckingham  Hospital. 

(iv)  Little  Plumstead  Hospital. 
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3.  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

(a)  District  Nurse. 

Nurse  Thornton,  Stannard  House,  Wells. 

(Not  affiliated  to  the  Nursing  Association.  Does 
not  do  Health  Visiting). 

(b)  Wells  Nursing  Association. 

Chairman:  Mr.  Kinghorn,  Staithe  Street,  Wells. 

Secretary:  Mrs.  J.  Chamberlain,  Grove  Road, 

Wells. 

Treasurer:  Mr.  Mann  (Barclays  Bank),  Wells. 

(c)  County  Health  Visitor. 

Miss  Hodgson. 

(d)  Maternity  Institutional  Beds. 

(i)  Stow  Vicarage,  Stow. 

(ii)  Beckham  House,  Gresham,  Holt. 

(iii)  St.  Michael’s,  Aylsham. 

(iv)  St.  James  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

(v)  Beech  House,  Gressenhall. 

(e)  Private  Maternity  Homes. 

There  are  several  Private  Nursing  Homes  in  the  County,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  Norwich.  The  nearest  to  this  district  are  in  New 
Hunstanton,  Holt  and  Sheringham. 

4.  AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

The  Ambulance  Service  of  the  District  is  covered  by  ambu¬ 
lances  at  Fakenham  and  Holt.  These  are  manned  by  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  and  British  Red  Cross  Members. 

5.  RED  CROSS  8C  ST.  JOHN  ORGANISATIONS. 

(a)  County  Representative  for  St.  John  Stations. 

Sir  Thomas  Cook,  J.P. 

20  Castle  Meaden, 

Norwich. 

(b)  County  Representative  for  Red  Cross  Stations. 

Miss  E.  W.  Griffith. 

4  The  Close, 

Norwich. 

For  all  correspondence: 

Dr.  W.  A.  L.  Marriott,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

(same  address). 


16  beds. 
4 
2 

3 

4 


55 

5  5 
55 
55 
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6.  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 


(a)  Chairman 

(b)  Medical  Officer 

(c)  Secretary 

(d)  Member  for  N.W. 

Norfolk 

(e)  Address 

(f)  Telephone 


Lord  Cranbrook. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Ewen. 

K.  V.  F.  Morton,  Esq. 

S.  Peel,  Esq.,  Wells. 

Croft  Holme,  117  Chesterton 
Road,  Cambridge. 
Cambridge  58345. 


7.  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 


(a)  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Held  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Hicks  at  Friends  Meeting  Hall  on  1st  Tues' 

day  of  each  month. 

(b)  School  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

Held  at  Wells  Primary  School  on  1st  Tuesday  of  each  month. 
(Attended  by  a  member  of  the  County  Medical  Staff). 


(c)  School  Dental  Clinic. 

Held  at  Wells  Primary  School  on  alternate  Wednesdays. 


(d)  Tuberculosis  Service. 

(i)  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  W.  Norfolk: 

Dr.  H.  B.  Hodson, 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

W.  Norfolk  &  King’s  Lynn 

Hospital, 


King’s  Lynn. 

(ii)  Chest  Clinic  at  Wells  on  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month. 


8.  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINICS. 


(i)  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital, 

Males 

Mondays  5  —  6  p.m. 
Tuesdays  10 — 11  a.m. 
Fridays  6  —  7  p.m. 


Norwich. 

Females 

4  —  5  p.m. 
11  —  12  noon 

5  —  6  p.m. 


(ii)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

Males  Females 

Tuesdays  7  —  8  p.m.  Tuesdays  3  p.m. 

Fridays  7  —  8  p.m.  Wednesdays  3  p.m. 

(iii)  County  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Dereham. 

Males  Females 

Mondays  5  —  6  p.m.  Fridays  11  —  12  noon 


9.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 


(a)  Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  using  Formaldehyde  Gas  or  D.D.T.  Spray. 

(b)  Disinfestation  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  cannot  be  carried 
out  in  the  District,  but  articles  are  sent  to  Dereham 
Isolation  Hospital. 

10.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

(a)  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Isolation  Hospital,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  A.  Macdonald. 

(b)  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Fry. 

(c)  Public  Analyst:  W.  Lincolne  Sutton,  Esq.,  F.R.I.C., 

Redwell  Street,  Norwich. 
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PART  III 

(Medical  Statistics) 

TABLE  1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS.  ' 

Area  (in  acres)  .  2,670 

Estimated  Resident  Population  ...  2,862 

Rateable  Value  .  £10,545 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  £39 


TABLE  2.  LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Males 

Legitimate  .  21 

Illegitimate  .  — 

Females 

20 

Total 

41 

Total  .  21 

20 

41 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated 
Resident  Population  . 

14.3 

\BLE  3.  STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  .  3 

— 

3 

Illegitimate  .  — 

— 

— 

Total  .  3 

— 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
Resident  Population 

of  estimated 

1.05 

TABLE  4.  DEATHS  (All  Ages). 

Males  Females  Total 

13  14  27 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  Resident  Population  ...  9.43 

TABLE  5.  INFANT  MORTALITY  (Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1  year). 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

2 

— 

2 

Infant  Mortality 

per  1,000 

live  births 

48.8 
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TABLE  6.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 

1  YEAR 

Sex  Age  Cause  of  Death 

M-  2  days  Congenital  Heart  Disease 

M.  7  weeks  Prematurity.  Pneumonia 


TABLE  7.  CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Heart  Disease 

4 

6 

10 

Cancer  . 

2 

3 

5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

2 

Senility  . 

1 

1 

2 

Broncho-pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

Prematurity 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Causes 

4 

1 

5 

Total 

13 

14 

27 

TABLE  8.  DEATHS 

ACCORDING 

TO 

AGES. 

Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year  ... 

2 

— 

2 

1  and  under  30 

— 

— 

— 

30  ,,  ,,  40 

1 

1 

2 

40  ,,  ,,  50 

1 

1 

2 

50  „  „  60 

1 

— 

1 

60  „  „  70 

2 

— 

2 

70  „  „  80 

3 

7 

10 

80  „  „  90 

3 

4 

7 

90  „  „  100 

— 

1 

1 

All  ages 

13 

14 

27 

TABLE  9.  CANCER. 

Below  is  given  the  various  types  of 

cancer 

which  occurred: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Cancer  of  Lungs 

1 

1 

2 

„  „  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

,,  „  Rectum 

1 

— 

1 

»  „  Liver 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

2 

3 

5 

16 


TABLE  10.  CANCER. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Cancer  during  the 
past  5  years: — 


1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Males 

6 

5 

3 

1 

2 

Females 

2 

2 

2 

4 

3 

Total 

8 

7 

5 

5 

5 

TABLE  11.  SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Population 

2208 

2287 

2283 

2670 

2862 

Live  Births 

48 

48 

34 

52 

41 

Still  Births 

2 

3 

— 

4 

3 

Deaths 

36 

31 

36 

40 

27 

Infant  Mortality 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

TABLE  12. 

SUMMARY  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  RATES. 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Live  Births 

21.73 

20.99 

14.9 

21.8 

14.3 

Still  Births 

0.9 

1.31 

Nil 

1.68 

1.05 

Crude  Deaths 

16.30 

13.6 

15.7 

16.8 

9.43 

Infant  Mortality 

20.8 

20.8 

26.3 

38.5 

48.8 

TABLE  13.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuber- 

culosis). 


(a)  Measles  and.  Whooping  Cough. 


Measles  . 

1943 

28 

1944 

2 

1945 

1946 

6 

1947 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

15 

— 

— 

6 

(b)  Jaundice. 

There  were  two  cases  of  jaundice  notified  during  the  year. 


1 1 


TABLE  14.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  infectious  diseases 
of  School  Children  as  compared  with  legal  notifications  for  whole 
population. 


Notified  by 

Notified  by 

Notified  by 

Total 

C.P.  Whole 

School  as 

School  as 

Notified 

Population 

certified 
by  C.P. 

not  certified 
by  C.P. 

by 

School 

Measles  . 

— 

3 

5 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

11 

37 

48 

Impetigo . 

1 

2 

3 

Scabies 

— 

1 

1 

Mumps  . 

Not 

— 

1 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

Notifiable 

3 

— 

3 

German  Measles 

2 

8 

10 

TABLE  15. 

TUBERCULOSIS  (New 

Cases  1947). 

Age 

Period 

0  — 

15  — 

25  — 

35  — 

45  — 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Non-Respiratory 

M.  F. 

1  — 

—  3 

1  — 

—  — 

2  3 

—  — 

All 

5 

— 

Ages 

5 

TABLE  16.  TUBERCULOSIS  (Number  of  cases  on  Register 

end  1947). 

Males  Females  Total 
Pulmonary  ...  6  6  12 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  1  4  5 

Total  ~  7  10  17 


TABLE  17.  TUBERCULOSIS  (New  Cases  for  last  5  years). 
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TABLE  18.  DIPTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME. 


The  following  table  shows  the  immunisation  state  of  the 
children  in  Wells  on  the  31st  December,  1947: — 


Under 

School 

School 

Age 

Age 

Total 

Numbers  Immunised  ... 

104 

295 

399 

Estimated  Population  ... 

207 

301 

508 

Percentage  Immunised  ... 

50% 

98% 

79% 

Numbers  Reinforced 

— 

221 

221 
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PART  IV 

(Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1947. 

1.  INSPECTIONS. 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  in  connection  with 
Public  Health  work  during  the  year  are  as  follows: — 


Nature  of  Inspection  No.  of  Visits 

Housing  Survey  .  237 

Housing,  for  repairs,  overcrowding,  6?c .  86 

Inspections  re  drainage,  water  supplies,  nuisances, 

6?c .  120 

Slaughterhouses  . . .  221 

Dairies  and  Shops  .  59 

Bakehouses  . 9 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  and  visits  .  106 

Disinfections  .  4 

Verminous  premises  . 3 


Total  Inspections  .  845 


2.  STATUTORY  NOTICES. 

No  statutory  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  to  property 
during  the  year. 

3.  UNDERTAKINGS  UNDER  SECTION  11  HOUSING 

ACT,  1936. 

Undertakings  were  received  from  the  owners  with  respect  to 
two  houses,  not  to  relet  them  for  human  habitation.  The  tenants 
were  rehoused  on  the  Northfield  Estate. 

4.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Slaughtering  of  animals  has  been  confined  to  the  slaughter¬ 
house  at  Newgate  Lane.  The  slaughterhouse  at  Marsh  Lane  is 
now  used  as  a  distribution  centre  for  imported  meat. 

During  the  year  the  interior  and  exteriors  of  all  buildings 
adjoining  the  slaughterhouse  were  sprayed  with  D.D.T.  solution  to 
kill  flies  attracted  by  the  smell  of  the  slaughtering  and  an  extractor 
fan  was  fitted  in  the  wall  of  the  slaughtering  room  to  make  a 
current  of  air  over  carcases  hanging  there, 
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During  the  year  a  store  for  the  condemned  meat  was 
constructed. 

The  following  are  details  of  carcases  examined  during  the 
year: — 


Cattle 
Sheep 
Pigs  , 
Calves 


278 

1,511 

115 

155 


Total  Examined  .  2,359 

The  following  are  details  of  carcases  and  parts  condemned: — 


Tuberculosis. 

12  carcases  . 

part  carcases  . 

34  heads  and  tongues  . 

32  sets  lungs  . 

1 4  livers  . 

Total  . 

CATTLE 

7,366  lbs. 
442  „ 

996  „ 

351  „ 

180  „ 
9,335  „ 

Total 

9,335  lbs. 

Other  diseases. 

Fevered  . 

Septicaemia  . 

Uraemia  . 

Dropsy  . 

Peritonitis  . 

Part  carcases 
Total  . 

2  carcases 

•  •4  . 

..  2 

•  •  1 

4  55 

950  lbs. 
1,951  „ 

827  „ 

554  „ 

1,905  „ 

1,624  „ 

7,811  „ 

7,811  lbs. 

1  carcase  . 

Part  carcases  . 

Total  . 

CALVES 

78  lbs. 

8  „ 

86  „ 

86  lbs. 

1 5  carcases  . 

Parts  . 

Total  . . 

SHEEP 

839  lbs. 
134  „ 

973  „ 

973  lbs. 

Tuberculosis. 

1  carcase  . 

Parts  . 

Total  . 

PIGS 

103  lbs. 

28  „ 

131  „ 

131  lbs, 
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Other  Diseases. 

3  carcases  . 

Parts  . 

Total  . 

Total  weight  of  fresh  meat  condemned 


342  lbs. 
19  „ 
361 


361  lbs. 
18,697  lbs. 


FISH 

The  following  fish  were  condemned  owing  to  being  delayed 
in  transit  and  arriving  in  an  unsound  condition: — 

Fresh  Herrings  .  875  lbs. 

Cole  and  Bream  Fillets  . . .  56  „ 

Total  .  931  „ 


CANNED  FOODS  8Cc. 


The  following  were  condemned  at  various  shops: — 

Tinned  Beef  .  152-J  lbs. 

Liver  Sausage  .  12J  ,, 

Milk  Powder  .  21  „ 

Flour  .  140 

Dried  Peas  .  54  „ 

Total  .  380  „ 


154  Tins  Milk. 

24  ,,  Steak. 

9  „  Sausagemeat. 

68  „  Fish. 

64  „  Vegetables. 

9  „  Jams. 

5  „  Fruit  Juice. 

333  Total  tins  condemned. 


During  the  year  11  samples  of  milk,  icecream  and  ice-cream 
ingredients  were  submitted  for  examination  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Norwich. 


5.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  consumption  during  the  year  was  14,031,000  Gallons 
averaging  19  gallons  per  head  per  day,  this  is  an  increase  of 
3,308,000  Gallons  over  1946  and  whilst  part  of  the  increase  may  be 
due  to  the  very  dry  summer,  a  steady  increase  is  demanded  by  the 
occupation  of  the  new  houses  at  Northfield  Crescent  which  have 
water  closets, 


22 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  last  Certificate  of  Analysis  of 


Water: — 

Ammonia 

Free  and  Saline  .  nil. 

Albuminoid  .  trace. 

Chlorine  in  chlorides  .  11.4 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  .755 

Nitrites  . .  nil. 

Hardness  Total  .  21.4° 

Bacteriological  Results 

Colonies  per  ml.  on  agar  at  37°  C.  ...  1 

Bacillus  Coliform  .  absent  in  100  ml. 

Physical  Characters  .  clear. 


Remarks.  “  This  is  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  of  great 
organic  and  bacteriological  purity  and  in  every  way 
fit  for  drinking  purposes.  This  shows  an  improve' 
ment  in  organic  quality  and  decrease  both  in 
chlorides  and  hardness  compared  with  the  last 
analysis  in  December  1946. 

6.  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

No  alterations  have  been  made  with  the  collection  of  night' 
soil  and  house  refuse  during  the  year. 

7.  PORT  SANITARY. 

During  the  year  only  two  boats  with  total  tonnage  of  173  Nett 
Register  entered  the  port,  one  with  wheat  and  one  with  barley. 

The  water  supply  to  the  whelk  boiling  houses  was  completed 
during  the  year  and  all  whelk  houses  now  have  water  supply  from 
the  mains  for  washing  whelks  and  filling  the  coppers. 

No  mussel  labels  were  issued  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  RODWELL. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  A 

(Summary  of  Housing  Report). 

(By  Dr.  L.  G.  Anderson) 

(26.  9.  47.) 

The  last  comprehensive  report  on  the  housing  conditions  ob¬ 
taining  in  Wells  submitted  to  you  was  prepared  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  in  1938  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  present  survey 
will  bring  that  report  more  up  to  date.  It  will  be  appreciated  that 
in  view  of  the  constantly  changing  factors  such  as  a  change  of 
tenancy,  ownership  of  houses  and  increase  in  families,  etc.,  it  is 
difficult  to  ensure  that  at  the  time  of  submitting  the  report  cor¬ 
rections  will  not  be  necessary.  However,  in  order  to  facilitate 
keeping  the  report  up  to  date  it  has  been  compiled  in  loose  leaf 
form,  thus  making  amendments  possible  without  having  to  re-write 
the  whole  report. 

It  is  fully  realised  that  at  the  present  time  the  making  of 
demolition  or  clearance  orders  is  not  practicable.  However,  in  the 
case  of  houses  which  it  is  considered  can  be  repaired  at  reasonable 
expense  action  is  required  to  ensure  that  these  repairs  are  carried 
out,  not  only  for  the  comfort  of  the  tenants  but  also  to  prevent 
such  houses  from  deteriorating  into  the  “  condemnable  class  ”. 
Such  action  will  consist  of  the  serving  on  the  owners  a  preliminary 
notice  to  be  followed  later,  subject  of  course  to  your  approval,  of 
statutory  notices. 

In  all  430  houses  have  been  inspected  of  which  number  127 
(29.0%)  are  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  so  fit.  107  of 
these  houses  are  at  present  occupied.  236  (54.8%)  are  in  need  of 
repairs. 

Speaking  generally  it  is  found  that  of  the  majority  of  the 
houses  of  the  condemnable  class  are  old,  of  poor  construction  and 
design  and  the  fabric  perished.  The  accommodation  is  very 
limited  and  the  amenities,  so  necessary  in  any  house  especially  where 
there  are  young  children,  are  sadly  lacking.  Because  of  the  absence 
of  damp-proof  courses  and  the  porous  nature  of  the  brickwork, 
serious  dampness  of  the  walls  is  prevalent.  In  many  cases  the  sites 
are  congested  and  badly  arranged. 

The  lack  of  ablution  and  proper  sanitary  facilities  is  particularly 
noteworthy.  Only  34%  of  the  houses  inspected  having  a  kitchen 
with  tap  and  drainage  and  only  3.2%  have  fitted  washbasins  and 
2.6%  fitted  baths.  Whilst  it  is  not  considered  practicable  to  instal 
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bathrooms  in  all  these  houses  it  is  considered  necessary  that  any 
houses  let  for  human  habitation  should  be  provided  with  a  kitchen 
sink  with  tap  over  and  drainage  and  such  a  provision  should  be 
pressed  for. 

As  regards  closet  accommodation  we  find  also  a  most  unsatis' 
factory  state  of  affairs.  Only  6%  of  the  houses  inspected  are  pro' 
vided  with  water  closets,  the  remainder  have  to  use  conservancy 
methods,  viz.  pails  65%,  earth  29%,  Elsans  2%.  Whilst  such 
conservancy  methods  may  have  to  be  accepted  in  some  rural  cot' 
tages  such  a  method  is  most  undesirable  in  a  closely  built-up  Urban 
community  such  as  Wells.  Still  more  unsatisfactory  is  the  fact  that 
in  the  case  of  88  houses  the  occupants  must  of  necessity  share  these 
conservancy  closets  with  their  neighbours.  In  the  case  of  six  houses 
the  occupants  have  to  share  two  closets.  Again  it  is  realised  that 
the  conversion  of  these  conservancy  closets  to  water  closets  must 
wait  until  the  projected  sewerage  scheme  for  the  town  is  provided. 
It  is  considered,  however,  |hat  the  provision  of  a  separate  closet 
for  each  house  should  be  insisted  on. 

Regarding  overcrowding  it  is  noted  that  in  only  two  instances 
does  this  occur. 

It  is  appreciated  that  every  consideration  is  given  when  decid' 
ing  on  priorities  for  the  letting  of  Council  Houses  and  with  the 
intention  of  aiding  your  Housing  Committee  in  their  difficult  task 
a  list  of  houses  which  are  in  my  opinion  of  the  condemnable  class 
and  which  are  occupied  by  a  family  with  young  children  is  appended 
to  the  report  for  easy  reference. 
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APPENDIX  B 

Summary  of  A.  P.  I.  Cottelrell  8C  Son’s  various  reports  for  the 
proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  Wells  Urban  District.  (Excluding 

estimates). 


1.  GENERAL. 

This  scheme  has  been  subject  to  many  reports  dating  prior  to 
1930,  but  during  this  year  the  scheme  has  reached  the  stage  of 
approval  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  subject  to  final  estimates.  It  is 
felt  desirable  to  place  a  summary  of  this  Scheme  on  record  at  its 
present  stage. 

In  their  report  in  1930  Messrs.  Cotterell  reviewed  the  sewerage 
problems  of  the  District  and  recommended  a  scheme  to  pump  the 
sewage  after  sedimentation  into  Stonemeal  Creek. 

This  was  felt  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  liable  to  cause  a  nuisance 
and  in  their  report  of  13th  August,  1934,  considered  the  question 
of  placing  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  and  to  purify  the  sewage 
sufficient  to  allow  it  to  be  discharged  into  the  “  Run.”  A  disposal 
site  was  selected  on  the  West  Marshes  on  the  lines  of  the  Council’s 
Surveyor  (12th  November,  1929)  only  in  field  O.S.  No.  129  as  this 
latter  is  further  from  the  Town. 

The  data  adopted  is  as  for  the  1930  report,  i.e.  future  popular 
tion  of  3,000  and  during  summer  4,500  and  at  20  gallons  per  head 
dry  weather  flow  =  90,000  gallons  per  day  during  the  summer. 

The  principle  of  laying  fresh  sewers  and  leaving  existing 
sewers  for  surface  water  was  adopted,  although  one  or  two  existing 
sewers  are  incorporated. 

2.  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewage  disposal  is  carried  out  by  two  zones.  Zone  A 
is  area  of  Urban  District  including  Mill  Lane  and  the  district  lying 
to  the  North  of  Station  Road  and  Northfield  Lane.  Zone  B  the 
area  lying  South  of  these. 

There  will  be  two  pumping  stations.  For  Zone  A  at  the 
sewage  Disposal  Works  to  lift  the  total  sewage  sufficiently  to  allow 
it  to  pass  through  the  plant,  and  for  Zone  B  on  a  site  east  of  the 
Railway  Line  and  carried  from  this  by  a  rising  main  to  the  eastern 
end  of  the  Quay, 
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This  will  act  as  a  flush  for  the  rather  shallow  gradient  of  the 
eastern  portion  of  this  sewer.  This  is  an  amendment  contained 
in  the  report  of  16th  January,  1945.  The  original  site  being  the 
junction  of  Polka  Road  and  Marsh  Lane. 

The  pumping  plant  will  be  in  duplicate  at  each  station.  Zone 
B  with  a  capacity  of  40  gallons  per  minute  and  Zone  A  of  200 
gallons  per  minute.  Both  stations  will  be  automatically  controlled 
for  cutting  out  and  in  and  also  for  cutting  in  the  duplicate  plant 
should  one  fail  to  work. 

Zone  A  sewage  will  gravitate  through  a  9dn.  main  along  the 
Quay  and  Freeman  Street  and  the  pumping  station  at  the  works 
will  lift  it  sufficiently  to  pass  through  the  disposal  plant. 

The  report  of  16th  January,  1945,  adds  various  extensions  to 
the  original  sewer  layout  to  cope  with  new  building  sites,  mainly 
the  Northfield  estate,  the  Modern  Secondary  School  and  Little 
Walsingham  Road,  Mill  Lane  extension  and  possible  building  sites 
south  of  Wells'Heacham  railway. 


3.  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

This  works  will  be  comprised  of  two  sedimentation  tanks,  two 
filters,  sludge  drying  beds  covering  an  area  of  650  square  yards, 
and  combined  humus  and  tidal  storage  tanks.  These  storage  tanks 
will  hold  the  effluent  when  it  is  tide  bound  and  it  will  only  be 
released  on  the  ebb  tide.  This  is  more  economical  than  pumping 
the  sewage  high  enough  to  allow  it  to  be  discharged  at  all  tides. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  existing  Council  Estate  sewage  works 
situated  north  of  the  railway  will  not  be  required  when  the  new 
plant  is  installed. 
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